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In the name of Jesus Christ, Green Acres Presbyterian Church welcomes everyone for worship that inspires hope,
imaginative education that brings growth, mission that reaches beyond our walls all reflecting the love and presence of

God in the world.
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Letter from the Pastor

New Year, a new hope!

The excitement is high as your hard -working Pastor Nominating
Committee (PNC) is heading into the home stretch and working with a
candidate to be your next called pastor. This is indeed a time when the
congregation is abuzz with questions, hopes, anticipation and a bit of
anxiety about what comes next and what it be like to have a new pastor
who doesndt know wus yet. Such wond
this situation. GAPC has been in this situation before. Remember, the
Lord is with GAPC and will see you through.

As the church hears more about the candidate and the PNC moves
through the necessary steps to proc
prayer as the Holy Spirit is needed now, more than ever, to be at work to
smooth the way. Pray that doors will be opened, roadblock set aside, a
clear path be set before the candidate, and GAPC will be ready to welcome
a new shepherd for the flock.

The process includes the candidate being examined by our
Presbyteryds Commi ssion (COM) on M
faith and polity. A background check will be performed, a salary package
finalized and moving plans made. The candidate will have to arrange
housing in this area, as wel |l as
congregation. The pastoral candidate will be introduced to GAPC in a
variety of ways so that the members will have a good idea of background,
education, ministry and faith life of the new pastor. The PNC will
introduce the candidate to the church and have the pastor preach and lead
worship prior to a congregational meeting where a vote will be taken.
Once approved, it will take some time for the pastor to inform his/her
church of the decision to accept a new call, plan for departure and say
farewel | t o friends and coll eague
approve the call and change of presbytery. Readying to move and arrange
for housing here, will take time as well. Often it takes about 2 or 3 months
before the new pastor can be on the scene at GAPC.
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I &1 | be here as interim pastor unti/l a week ¢
will continue to have some continuity during this last phase of the transition. This will be a
time to start tal king about wh a't it means to w

responsibilities in making sure a new pastor have everything he or she will need to jump right
into the life and ministry of GAPC. From my perspective, the church is more than ready to
welcome a new shepherd of the flock and more than eager to see what God has in store for the
church and its members. The future looks bright for GAPC from my vantage point.

One thing | want to emphasi zeowiied e n tiBetvéanetxytd
now and the congregational meeting, if you hear a name or where he or she is from, or anything
Il i ke that, pl ease keep that to yourself. We don
congregation. Only then wil!|l things be official,
want the candidateds name getting back to his ¢
unaware of the pastor seeking a new call. Wi t F
something slip, so please do not tweet, post, Instagram or whatever else is out there about a
candi dat e. Someone al ways knows someone who Kknov
the point. Speak in general terms if you aered
church is calling a new pastor and | &dm excited a

No need to mention anything more than that. | share this with you out of my 37 years of

ministry experience and ask that everyone be careful of this. If you hear another member

saying too much, I give you permission to use my name in cutting that short. ORemember w
Keith said about Leethigbe augcode iphirasegwsth ané angiherdoSay it with a

smile, of course.

|l tds certainly an exciting time for the churc
been to ready the church for this moment and | truly believe GAPC is ready. The popular
prayer: God is good. All the time. All the time, God is good, seems perfect for a time such as this.

Keith Curran, Interim Pastor

Pat Sykes's Recipe for Corn Pudding

6 eggs 1/2 cup of corn starch

1/2 cup butter 1 teaspoon of salt

1/4 cup of sugar 1 can of whole kernel corn, drained
1/2 cup of milk 2 cans of cream style corn

Set oven to 400 degrees. Thoroughly beat eggs in blender. Add melted butter to the eggs slowly and beat
well. Add corn starch, sugar and milk and beat well. Put mixture in a mixing bowl and add corn, mixing
well. Spray a 2 and a half quart Corning Ware dish with Pam. Fill a pan large enough to hold the
Corning Ware dish with water so it comes half way up the side of the dish. Put on low shelf of a
preheated oven. Bake one hour or until pudding is brown on top and feels firm. If it doesn't seem done,
cover dish with aluminum foil and bake until it feels firm.

This can be made a day before using and refrigerated. When ready to serve, put a lid on the dish, place it
in the microwave and reheat.
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Inclement Weather

Changes in worship schedules and office closures due to inclement weather can be
found on the church website and Facebook or by calling the church phone. A message
will be left in each of these places. Whenever possible, changes to the weekly schedule
will also be listed in the Weekly News and Events email. As always, please err on the
side of caution and stay home if you do not feel comfortable traveling.

The 2019 contribution envelope boxes are now located in the main hallway outside

., of the choir room. We have included envelopes for newest members. If members
would like their children to have contribution envelopes, please let Dave Spanagel

know and we will gladly provide a box for each child.

January Happenings!

MenoOos Br e-addnfiag/$t
The Mends Breakfast group wil/l meet on Saturday,

Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration of Life - January 20

The Presbytery of Eastern Virginia will celebrate the life and ministry of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. on Sunday, January 20 at Kings Grant PC beginning at 4 p.m.

Blanket Sunday - January 13, 2018

The Presbyterian Women, through Church World Service, participate in the
collection of donations for the purpose of supplying blankets for those in
need around the world. Sunday, January 13, 2018 will be designated as
Green Acres Blanket Sunday.

Each blanket is $5 and can be used in many ways for people who are homeless, who are
refugees, who have been subject to environmental tragedies or tragedies imposed by other
human beings. Blankets can be used for warmth, for shelter from the elements, for luggage to
transport personal items, and for many other activities. Each year thousands of blankets are
made available by Church World Service both in the United States and around the world.

Please consider a generous donation to this continuing need. Envelopes will be available
beginning January 13 t.

Session Retreat/Ordination & Installation

The Session will be gathering for a day retreat at the PEVA office on Saturday, January 19
from 10 a.m. - 2p.m. We will celebrate the ordination and installation of the incoming class
during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on January 13. Make plans to join us in this exciting
worship service.

Congregational Meeting - January 27

There will be only one service at 10:30 a.m. followed by a congregational meeting on January
27. The meeting will be for the purpose of hearing a report on the 2019 budget.

Holiday Closures

The Church Office will be closed for Christmas on December 24 -26 and on New Ye
January 1. Pastor Curran will be on vacation from December 25 until January 2. If you have a

pastoral emergency during the Christmas break, please contact Jaime Ambrose. We will also be

closed for Martin Luther King Jr. Day on January 21.
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Youth!

Youth Ski Trip - January 25 -27

The Youth Group will be taking our annual ski trip January 25 -27th. We will be going to
Massanutten Ski Resort and will enjoy a weekend of winter activities. All skill levels welcome!

The cost of the trip is $225, but scholarships are available. If you are in 6  -12th grade and are
interested in this fun adventure or have any questions please contact Jaime today!

Youth Happenings

Happy New Year! We will have normal youth meetings from 6  -8pm on January 6, 13, and 20th.
Our annual ski trip is January 25 -27, so we will not have youth group on the 27th. We will
have Youth Group Chill on January 6 and 13th from 5 -6pm if you'd like to just come and hang
out with your friends. Can't wait to see you all!

KOGA

This month KOGA will meet on Sunday, January 27th from 11:45  -1:30pm. Bring a lunch and
plan on staying for a time of fun and fellowship with your friends!

GAPC Youth Group is in search of a retro video game system for the Youth
"'Room. An old Atari or Nintendo would be great! If you have an old system
around the house, let our wonderful Youth Group enjoy it.  See Jaime for details.

Stewardship

A Good Word about Year  -Round Stewardship

Stewardship is a leap of faith, not a next step in giving. Stewardship is a life change, not
a habit adjustment. Stewardship is a joyful expression, not a dutiful chore. Stewardship is
about the possibilities and potential in the world beyond myself. Stewardship is a life -altering
choice that changes perspective, priorities, and a fundamental definition of who | am. So, how
do you invite people to that place?

The story of Zaccheus (Luke 19:1 -10) speaks volumes here. Find a Bible and read the

short story right now. Besides being a owee | itt
club) and, of all god -awful things, a political tool tax collector. But he was curious about Jesus.
Jesus noticed Zaccheus and i nvi t e dWeédonoskadwfwhat o d i

they did or what they talked about (it is a very short story). We do know that Zaccheus decided
to radically change his life in some very specific and very real financial ways. Jesus had
something to say about the radical changes Zaccheus made.

Jesusds response was not, "Good job upping yo
Jesusds response was, "SALVATI ON has come to thi

Mark Tune from Horizons Stewardship (Horizons.net)
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Thank Youl

Thank You!

I would like to thank the wonderful GAPC congregation for the
Christmas cards, goodies, expressions of friendship and
congregational gift. Deb and | have enjoyed our 2nd Christmas

with the church and will mi s s
Thanks so much. Keith Curran
Thank You!

The GAPC staff would like to thank you for our congregational
gift and all the cards and goodies over the Christmas season. We
are so blessed to be a part of this church family.

Jaime, Marty, Sarah, and Ambrose

Thank You!

We thank Dave Coulson for his great work
on the new awnings at the entrance ways of
the church. Dave not only spearheaded the
project, but painted the framework prior to
installation of the new green awnings. It
really makes the church more functional
and looking welcoming to our guests.
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Important Dates

February Newsletter Deadline
Friday, January 11

H e 4th nday fferlng
Sunoeay, Ja%ua?y wed v
This Offering is used by the
Service Committee to fund
local missions and help our
Portsmouth  neighbors in
financial distress.
Holiday Closures
The Church Office will be
closed for Christmas on
December 24-26 and on New
Year 06s Day, Jan
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Thank You!

A very hearty thanks to the 0gp
their hard work and leadership over the past 3 years fi Emily
Cales, Amy van de Graaf, Del Grier, Von Piersall, Lynda

Richmond, Susan Smith, and Shawn Terry.

Thank Youl!

We thank Trudy Smith for the donation of a Santa costume for
use by church and Preschool. Thanks for helping bring good
cheer to our church at this season.

Thank Youl!

Thanks to all who helped with our Preschool Christmas Party!
What a great way to extend our love and hospitality to our
preschool families!

GAPC Service Committee

FOOD PANTRY

Collection Every 4th Sunday

Collection Basket in Narthex

Nonperishable Items Needed...
Canned Fruit
Canned Meat & Meals
Pasta & Sauce
Cereal & PB&]J
Canned or Dry Soup
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Session Highlights

Session HighlighisDecember 11, 2018

1 The Pastor Nominating Committee presented its report recommending a candidate for the next called pastor of

GAPC and a Jan. 6, 2019 congregational meeting was calle
minutes.
1 The three newly elected elders who are to be ordained, shared their statements of faith and were approved for
ordination on Jan. 13, 2019.
1 Authorized payment for work done to upgrade lot drainage was approved using Local Church Fund. $11,109
9 January Session meeting will be on 19 th (Session retreat at PEVA HQ)
1 Communion schedule for 2019 was approved
1 Nov. financial report was approved and a draft of the 2019 budget was reviewed with committees asked to
adjust their 6askingsd to help keep it a balance budget

1 New pastor moving and search expenses are recommended to come from the Misc. Fund upon approval of the
Endowment Committee - Session will act on their recommendation via email

T New photo ready for printing and Session ga

for their good work.

directory 1is

9 Appreciation was extended to the outgoing elders for their good work and faithful service to Christ and his
church.

2019 Committee Assignments

Finance
Ray Wilcher, chair
Les Younkins

Personnel
Mary Beers, chair
Mike Paraska

Clerk of Session
Lynda Richmond

Administration

Dave Coulson, chair Endowment Art Wardell
Jim Easterbrooks Lounell Chenevert, chair Planning

Brian Powderly
Christian Education

Kevin Schweiss, chair
Dave Coulson

Congregational Care

Kathleen Miller, chair
Mary Beers
Fellowship

Lane Newsome, chair
Terri Pond

Sam van de Graaf

Stewardship

Art Wardell, chair

Kevin Schweiss
Membership

Jeanne Twine, chair
Kathleen Miller
Nominating

Jim Easterbrooks, chair
Jeanne Twine

Worship

Marsha Matthews, chair
Jim Easterbrooks

Les Younkins, chair
Lane Newsome
Mike Paraska

Service
Brian Powderly, chair
Ray Wilcher

Witness

Terri Pond, chair
Lounell Chenevert
Lizzie Moody

These individuals need your help and support throughout the year to continue to offer
the exciting programs, creative educational events, and care and nurture to our own
congregation, community, and world. Please pray for them and their work throughout
this year and assist them when needed.
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In the name of Jesus Christ, Green Acres Presbyterian Church welcomes everyone for
worship that inspires hope, imaginative education that brings growth, mission that
reaches beyond our walls all reflecting the love and presence of God in the world.

January BlRTHDAYS Megan Allison.......co..cou.... 29. Nursery Schedule
Happy Blrthdayl Art Wardell...................... 30.. )

" Rita AllisQN.......cccocveeenen 30.. Coordinator: Amy van de Graaf
Brett Yarbrough................ 1. sherry Licata.................... 30. _
Cartler %’d‘m -------------------- 521 Janie Campbell................. 31 Crib Nursery and 2 - 3 Year Olds
Evelyn Carr......................2... Pat SVKES ..o 31 : ]
Lorraine Wilcher............... S. SadieyBrickey .................... 31. USSR I S
Stephen GottlieQ............... L. Logan Emler...................... 31.
Elizabeth Hunting.............. 9. Spgencer Emler.....coue.... 31 4 -5 Year Olds
‘l;l:;r?r)]/ec_lt]vi.::le ................... 9... If you would like a blrthday January 6 Gannon
Adam Michalski. .. 11 included, please call the January 13 ees

dam Michalski................ _ January 20 Brickey

Lisa Chen........cccovvevvenn 15 church office, 48425.
Paul Gottlieb, Jr................ 15 January 27 Cales
Caleigh Burris................... 16
Sue Smith.......oocceeeennnn 19
Janet Wardell.................... 19
JOhn BLII’I‘IS ...................... 19 Parlsh Reglster
Patrick Hartigan................ 20 Death:
Jennifer Cales................... 23 - . .
Patricia Leshkow............ . 24 December 10 grandfather_ of Kevin _Schwelss
Lily MaNtzZ.........o.oovveven.. 25 December 14 aunt of Kevin Schweiss
Barbara Newman.............. 27 December 18 Great -grandfather Cassidy Spencer
Janet Spanagel................ 21

Helen Underwaaod............. 28



