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Letter from the Pastor 

 When Debbie and I were on a short vacation at Myrtle Beach, we enjoyed a few fun 

activities. Seeing it was chilly and not great to sit on the beach, we found other things to do. 

We played par -3 golf one afternoon down at Sunrise Beach. Another day we played 

miniature golf as our day out. One evening we enjoyed the dinner and show at Medieval 

Times, eating with our hands (as we were told they did in the days of princesses and 

knights). Lots of sword fighting and trick riding. Eventually, the good knight saved the 

princess. It was fun and weõd go again when our grandkids are older and would enjoy it. 

Then we had a thrilling time at the local NASCAR track as we both did the ôride alongõ at 

the Richard Petty Driving Experience. First Deb and then I took our seats next to our 

experienced driver. Three laps at top speed (about 130mph) and that was enough for both of 

us. Wow, what a rush. The next day we had a quiet day at the movies (it was raining out).  

 The boardwalk and shops offered lots to look at. One thing caught my eye as we 

walked around a craft shop. A smooth stone with words painted on it struck me as unique. I 

was surprised no one had made big money on it before. On the stone were the words, òJesus 

knows me, this I love.ó What a simple thought and a twist on the childrenõs song. I took a 

picture of it with my cell phone so I wouldnõt forget it. Right there, I made a promise to 

myself to write a new stanza for the song using those wonderfully assuring words.  

 When I got back home, I worked on it for a few days, toying with different lines and 

rhymes. I eventually was happy with what I came up with. It dovetailed with my sermon on 

I Corinthians 13, St. Paulõs love chapter that ends with this famous line: òThree things 

remain, faith hope and love, but the greatest of these is love.ó My new 3 rd  verse is an attempt 

to incorporate this line into the song about Jesusõ love. This is what I came up with. We 

tried it out on April 22 nd at both the 8:30 and 10:30 worship services. I got some good 

feedback. Weõll sing it again on Motherõs Day as we dedicate the renovated church nursery. 

I hope you like it and will teach it to your children and grandchildren along with the other 

stanzas. 

 I hope it will remind you that we are not the end users of Jesusõ love and welcome. 

We are to pass it on and share it with friend and stranger. Maybe if we graciously share his 

love and welcome with our friends and coworkers, our church will grow in spirit and in 

number as we live out the love St. Paul talks about in I Corinthians 13.  

  Keith Curran, Interim Pastor  

Jesus Loves Me        

 Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so.  

 Little ones to him belong. They are weak but he is strong.   

Refrain:  Yes, Jesus loves me. Yes, Jesus loves me. Yes, Jesus loves me. The Bible tells me so.  

 Jesus love me! This I know, as he loved so long ago,  

 Taking children on his knee, saying, òLet them come to me.ó 

Refrain:  

 Jesus knows me! This I Love. Oh, such grace is from above.  

 Friend and stranger; I will share, faith and hope and love and care.  

Refrain:  

(Stanza 1 by Anna Bartlett Warmer, 1859. Stanza 2 by David Rutherfold McGuire, 1971. Stanza 3 by 

Keith M. Curran, 2018 for GAPC)  
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Martyõs Music Notes: Summer Music Ministry 
As hard as it is to believe, we are approaching the end of choir season! It has been a wonderful first 

season of making music together.  

We will begin our summer choir schedule on June 3 rd. Starting then, we will have a rehearsal at 9:00 

a.m. for our anthem that day, and then sing for the 10:00 a.m. service. We will take a hiatus from our 

Wednesday rehearsals for the summer. All who feel called to make a joyful noise unto the Lord, 

especially those who are unable to make Wednesday rehearsals, or are interested in checking out the 

Chancel Choir, are invited to join us!  

During the month of May, we will be continuing our tradition of asking for hymn requests to be used 

during the summer months. A  box in the narthex with slips of paper on which requests can be make will 

be available.  Please include no more than five, so as many of the suggestions as possible can be included. 

As always, you may choose from Glory to God, or Sing the Faith . We would love to include your favorite 

hymn! We will hold a hymn sing on Fatherõs Day, June 17th in our 10 a.m. worship service, too! 

Summer Schedule - begins June 3  
We will begin our summer worship schedule on June 3rd. There will be no Sunday School hour over the 

summer but the Bible Class will continue to meet in the Meeting Room at 9am. Summer Choir will meet 

at 9am and worship will begin at 10 a.m. We hope you will join us!  

KOGA - May 20  
We will have our KOGA end -of-the-year event on Sunday, May 20 immediately following the 10:30 a.m. 

worship service! We will have pizza, play lots of cool games and have fun with our friends for our last 

meeting of the year! Make sure to let Ms. Jaime know if you are able to stay and enjoy the fun! Be on the 

lookout for information on our August Adventures!  

Spring Picnic - June 10  
Mark your calendars for the GAPC Spring Picnic! On June 10 th , immediately following the 10 a.m.  

worship service, we will have a good ol' fashioned cookout! This will be Casual Sunday, so wear your 

shorts and flip flops to church, bring lawn chairs or a blanket, and your favorite òsaladó (pasta, fruit, etc) 

to share. Plan on staying for FOOD, FUN, AND FELLOWSHIP to help us kick off our summer schedule!  

Confirmation  
We are halfway through our 2018 Confirmation Class, and thoroughly enjoying our time with our 11 

confirmands. We will complete our class with a retreat on Saturday, May 12 and will have a 

Confirmation Breakfast on Sunday, May 20 for the young people, their families and their mentors. We 

will accept them into membership during our 10:30 a.m. worship service Pentecost Sunday, May 20 . 

Nursery Shower - May 6  
We have given our nursery a much needed face lift! As part of this renovation, we will be 

having a GAPC Nursery Shower on Sunday, May 6 at 2:00 p.m.! Plan on coming to celebrate 

all of the babies that GAPC has nurtured and cared for over the years, and all the ones we 

will comfort in the future. We have registered for gifts at Target and Amazon (first name ð 

Green; last name ð Acres), so please take a look at what is needed and consider bringing a 

gift that will help make Sunday mornings a positive experience for our little ones. Our new 

nursery will be dedicated during our 10:30 a.m. worship service on Motherõs Day, May 13th. 

5th Grade Bibles - June 11  
The CE Committee will be honoring our rising 5th graders with a Bible presentation on Sunday, June 10 

during our 10:00 a.m. worship service. This is a great tradition of GAPC, and we want to make sure we 

include everyone. If you have a rising 5th grader please let Jaime Ambrose or Amy van de Graaf know so 

we will make sure to include them!  
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Presbyterian Women: Birthday Offering 2018 - May 6  
The Birthday Offering was launched in 1992 and has funded nearly 100 major mission projects that 

continue to make a difference in the lives of women and children.  

In 2018 we will offer our prayers and financial support to the following recipients:  

Cottage Village, a Tiny -house Community for Low -Income Residents. The money will help build 

13 tiny houses and a central shared -use area that will serve as a compassionate and protective 

community for vulnerable rural citizens in Cottage Grove, Oregon.  

Village of Grace Center for Physical and Spiritual Health in Tegucigalpa, Honduras. This 

Birthday Offering will make it possible for the Presbytery of Honduras to purchase the center that was 

originally established by Presbyterian Mission co -workers.  

The Dwelling Place will be located in Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minnesota. It was established in 1998 

to provide for physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of women and their children following their escape 

from a violent partner. They will also purchase a vacant lot and construct a multi -use building with 

spaces suitable for large and small group programming. With this additional space, they will be able to 

serve even more women and children who are seeking safety.  

Please make checks payable to Presbyterian Women. 

Pentecost Offering - May 20  
On Sunday, May 20 we will collect the Pentecost offering. A gift to the Pentecost Offering helps the 

church encourage, develop, and support its young people, and also address the needs of at -risk children. 

40% of the Pentecost offering can be retained by individual congregations wanting to make an impact in 

the lives of young people within their own community. The remaining 60% is used to support ministries 

of the Presbyterian Mission Agency. For more information about the programs supported by this offering 

please visit http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/pentecost.html.  

Giving Opportunities 

Mission Sunday  

June 24 th     10 a.m. Worship  

Join us for a special Sunday as we highlight GAPCõs many national 

and global mission projects. Our guest preacher will be Rev. Donald 

Marsden, Associate Director , Frontier Fellowship, stationed in 

Richmond, VA . 

Frontier Fellowshipõs mission is- For every people: an indigenous church. For every church: a 

mission vision . òOf the nearly 7.5 billion people alive today, over two billion have never heard of 

Jesus. That reality compels us to engage the worldõs least-reached places, supporting efforts to 

establish local churches that can proclaim the Good News of Godõs Kingdom to their communities and 

beyond. We long to see all people, from every distinct group on earth, encounter the grace of God and 

become thriving expressions of the Body of Christ in their unique contexts.ó 

Donaldõs involvement in missions has led him to various ministry roles both in 

the US and abroad. Donaldõs ongoing ministry is primarily focused on Eastern 

Europe, Central Asia, Niger and among churches in the US. He loves encouraging 

pastors and church leaders, mobilizing congregations and building bridges of 

friendship with Muslims. In his free time, you can usually find him gardening, 

reading, playing guitar or hiking. He and his wife, Laurie, live in Richmond and 

have three grown children and four  

Informational displays will highlight GAPCõs mission support via the church budget and special 

offerings. Join us on this special Sunday. Pray for our many missions and projects.  
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Vacation Bible School - July 22 -26 
Love working with children? Have a gift for storytelling, crafts, or music? Well then maybe our 

"Shipwrecked" VBS is just the place for you!! We are in the process of planning our Vacation Bible 

School for this year and we would love for you to help out! Our dates are July 22 -26 from 5:45 -8:30 p.m.! 

If you are interested in helping out in any way, please contact Jaime Ambrose at (757)651 -2744. VBS 

Registration is happening NOW! Please pick up a registration form in the narthex or register online via 

our church website - www.greenacrespc.org . 

Rummage Sale - August 12 -18 
Save These Dates!!! We need you and your stuff! We need volunteers to help set up on Sunday, August 

12 and work each day of the week from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.! The sale will be Friday, August 17 and Saturday 

morning, August 18. We need many, many hands to make this a success. Profits help support our Youth 

Summer Mission Trips. Volunteer sign -ups will begin in June, but for now, start gathering your "stuff", 

and spread the word to your relatives, friends and co -workers, so they can donate their "stuff". No item 

too big or too small! We are also in need of FREE storage space. If you have a garage, room, or any spot 

at all where we might store some items between now and August, please call Terri Pond at (757)869 -

9956. Items may be brought to the church beginning mid June. If for some reason, you need to get rid of 

things sooner, it may be arranged. Call Terri or see Jaime at church if you have any questions. Thank 

you for helping us in any way that you can!  

National Day of Prayer  

Thursday, May 3, 2018      9am to 3pm in Sanctuary  

Stop by the church and pray for 

our nation,  

itõs leaders, itõs purpose, and its 

people.  

Printed prayers and Devotional 

material will be available in the 

sanctuary to guide the prayers 

and petitions of our members.  

Youth Online Auction - May 20 -27 
The youth are working hard to raise money for our Summer trips! In an effort to reach as many 

resources as possible, we will once again be doing an online auction.  The auction will take place on our 

GAPC Youth website ( gapcyouth.com) from May 20th at noon - May 27th at 8 p.m. Our items vary from 

a week in the Outer Banks to opera tickets, zoo passes to restaurant gift cards, and everything in 

between! Help support our youth Summer trips and win some great items! If you have any questions or 

if you have any items you would like to donate to the auction,  please contact Jaime Ambrose. Keep your 

eyes out for some great finds!  

http://www.greenacrespc.org
http://gapcyouth.com
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Thank You!  
Thank you to Pat and Steve Atiyah for the generous donation of an additional 20 hymnals, a set of large 

print hymns, and accompaniment set. The hymnals will be available to folks occupying the balcony on 

busy Sundays and for special events and will see more use as our congregation continues to grow. We 

have also begun to include large print copies of the hymns with the large print 

bulletins. These are available every Sunday in the Narthex.  

This donation was made in memory of Patõs mother, Nancy O. Wood, and 

sister, Mary Anna Gentry, who both enjoyed singing in their church choirs. 

Patõs sister, a type 1 diabetic, struggled with vision issues until her death in 

October 2017. The Atiyahs hope the availability of large print hymns will 

enhance the worship experience for many in our congregation.  

We thank the Atiyahs for this generous and meaningful gift.  

One Great Hour of Sharing - Thank You!  
This year Green Acres contributed a total of $1608 during the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering. The 

childrenõs coin bank contributions totaled $117. Your donations to this offering are used to share Godõs 

love with neighbors -in -need around the world by providing relief to those affected by natural disasters, 

providing food to the hungry, and helping to empower the poor and oppressed. A link to an interactive 

map of One Great Hour of Sharing recipients can be found on the PCUSA Special Offerings website. 

Thank you for your generous donations to this important global ministry.  

Fellowship Progressive Dinner a Success!  
What do you get when you have 78 of Green Acres' finest people together having delightful 

horsd'oeuvres, delicious entrees provided by wonderful hosts, and scrumptious dessert all in one 

evening? An amazing night of fun and fellowship! The Fellowship Committee would like to thank 

everyone who participated in our Progressive Dinner to make this event such a success. We would also 

like to thank our gracious hosts and hostesses who made this evening possible: Chuck & Mary Beers, 

John Hartigan & Barbara Brann, H.J and Diane Chay, Lounelle Chenevert, Dave & Gail Coulson, Keith 

& Debbie Curran, Jim and Julie Easterbrooks, Martha McLean, Kevin & Susan Schweiss, Suzanne 

Skinner, Carl & Susan Smith, and Art and Janet Wardell! Thank you, as well, to Susan Poole for 

making all of the desserts! It was definitely a night to remember! The youth group got in on the fun too, 

providing childcare during the event to raise funds for their summer activities! Thank you to Celeste 

Moody and Angie Chandler for staying at the church and supervising the children AND the youth!  

Job Well Done!  
With more than 85 in attendance and a front 

page write up in the Virginia Pilot, the Last 

Supper drama was a huge success!  

Thank you to all the actors and crew for giving of 

your time and energy to bring the Last Supper to 

life in such a meaningful way and to Rev. Curran 

for sharing his inspirational drama with us.  



Session Highlights 

GREEN ACRES NEWSLETTER  

Session Highlights ñ April 10, 2018 

¶ A 6-month evaluation was distributed for the work of the interim pastor  

¶ The PNC presented the Ministry Information Form (PCUSAõs official form describing the church 

and expectations for a new minister) for approval.   Granted  

¶ The PNC presented a budget for the search process of $10,000 with funds coming from the Local 

Church Fund.  Granted  

¶ Approved continuation of 8:30am Morning Prayer Service through May seeing that an average of 

13 are attending weekly. Will review this summer for Fall õ18 continuation. 

¶ Financial report for March was approved  

¶ Fourth and final segment of Elder Training video about Reformed Faith was presented.  

Preschool 
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Preschool Update April 2018  
Thank you so much to our parents who generously donated items for our Easter baskets and Easter Egg 

Hunt. We also really appreciate those parents who helped us the morning of the hunt.  

The children have been working very hard this year on letter recognition as well as sound identification. 

Throughout April they will be learning the letter sounds òNó as in nest, òQó as in quack, òYó as in yellow, 

òZó as in zoo and òKó as in kite. Please reinforce these at home. They also will continue to work on their 

math skills by doing activities with numbers. We will focus on the numbers eight and nine. Please 

encourage them to practice touch counting at home.  

The 3 year old class will hold their annual òCampoutó in their classroom the end of this month. The 

students will get to wear their pajamas.  

2018-2019 school year registration  

Registration is underway at Green Acres and classes are almost full. If you hear of someone looking for a 

preschool, we hope you will recommend us. They may call our registrar, Casey Bittle, through the church 

office at 484 -5125.  

Lunch Bunch schedule  

Aprilõs Lunch Bunch schedule will be Tuesday, April 10, 17th, and 24th. The children have had a great 

time participating in music and movement activities.  

Our Motherõs Day Tea will be held on Thursday, May 10th. This is a very special day for the children 

to honor their mothers  

All of the classes will be making their unique class T -shirts for the children to wear at the end of the 

year picnic and through the summer. Our picnic will be held on Thursday, May 24th.  

Preschool summer camp  

Plans are underway for our preschool summer camps. The dates are  

June 4-8 for òIn the Gardenó and 

July 9 -13 for òRumble in the Jungle.ó Information packets have been sent home. Please see one of the 

teachers if you need any additional information.  

Cost is $130 per camp  

Keep up with the latest school news and photos on our Green Acres Facebook page.  
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GREEN ACRES PRESBYTE RIAN CHURCH  

Phone: 757-484-5125 

Fax: 757-484-4401 

E-mail: secretary@greenacrespc.org 

www.greenacrespc.org:  

In the name of Jesus Christ, Green Acres Presbyterian Church welcomes everyone for 

worship that inspires hope, imaginative education that brings growth, mission that 

reaches beyond our walls all reflecting the love and presence of God in the world.  

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Nursery Schedule  Coordinator: Mary Beers  

Crib Nursery and 2 - 3 Year Olds  

Donna Fink and Lorraine Bowers  

4 - 5 Year Olds  
May 6  Gannon 

May 13  Hartman  

May 20  Beers 

May 27  Brickey  

May Newsletter Deadline - 

Friday, May 11  

May BIRTHDAYS  

Happy Birthday!  

Don Miller ............................. 1 

Celeste Moody ..................... 1 

Emma Lydon ........................ 2 

Allison Gottlieb ..................... 4 

Dan Matthews III .................. 5 

Ann Lehman ........................ 7 

Ainsley Hammond ................ 8 

Ercell Jackson ................... 11 

Stephanie Hodge .............. 11 

Samantha Fulmer ............. 14 

Tom Burris ........................ 15 

Diane Chay ....................... 16 

Chloe Hammond ............... 17 

Molly Diggs ....................... 17 

David Mantz ...................... 21 

Brad Cherry ...................... 21 

Christopher Kuehn ............ 21 

Tom Eich ........................... 22 

Susan Smith ..................... 23 

Carolyn Gottlieb ................ 26 

Michael Paraska ............... 31 

 

If you would like a birthday 
included, please call the 
church office, 484-5125. 

Parish Register  
 


